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to confront Augustine in the open air, where, if he chanced to be a magician, his spells would have less potency than within doors. The meeting probably took place at Eichborough, and the scene must have been striking. On one side were Ethelbert and his nobles, a brilliant group, with their bright cloaks and coloured leg-bands, embroidered belts girding their linen tunics, and golden rings and sword-hilts glittering in the sunshine. On the other side, in curious contrast, the monks advanced in slow procession, bearing before them a great silver cross and a picture of the Saviour painted on a gilded board, and chanting solemn litanies, "entreating the Lord to save both them and those to whom they came." The sacred emblems, the chanting in the unknown tongue, the stately form of Augustine towering head and shoulders above his companions, must have produced no slight impression on the English. Nor, doubtless, was this lessened when the handsome Eoman, sitting at the king's command, began to tell, through interpreters, " how the pitiful Jesus by His own agony had redeemed the sinful world, and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers." l When the sermon was over, Ethelbert made a friendly answer: " Beautiful words and promises are these, but they are strange and doubtful, and I cannot agree to them and desert the faith which I and the whole English nation have so long upheld. But since you have come from afar to make known to us what you believe to be best and truest, we will not harm you; rather we will treat you kindly and supply all your needs, and we give you permission to bring over such as you can to your belief." The straightforward fairness of this speech is beyond praise. Yet Ethelbert was not only fair; he was generous. In Canterbury itself, the metropolis of his kingdom, built upon the site of the old Eoman town of Durovernum, he allotted a residence to the missionaries.
Durovernum was once a walled town of considerable military importance, being the point at which the several roads from Eeculver, Eichborough, and Dover merged on their way to London. But when Augustine first set eyes upon it, the ancient Eoman walls enclosed for the most part a dreary ruin. The
1 Aelfric, ap. Haddan. and Stubbs, iii. 11.     Compare Gocelm's account (Vita Aug. 16, 17).